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Media Release

Media Release

For Immediate Release

5th South African Film and Television Awards call for entry

13 May 2010: The National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF), official organizers of the South African Film and Television Awards (SAFTAS) calls for South African productions to submit their entries for SAFTAS 2011. The 2011 entries open on Monday the 17th of May 2010 and will close on Friday the 16th of July 2010 at 16h00. The Feature Film and Life Time Achievement category entries will close on the 31st of December 2010.

Productions eligible for entry should have been produced and publicly exhibited or broadcast in South Africa between the 1st of August 2009 and the 31st of July 2010. In the feature film category, the SAFTAS committee has made a decision to extend the closing date to the 31st of December to allow all features produced and exhibited within the eligibility period to qualify.

Since its official launch in 2005, the SAFTAS has been successfully managed under the custodianship of the National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF). The awards’ main objective is to honour, celebrate and promote the creativity, quality and excellence of South African Film and Television talent, and encourage entrepreneurship and the development of new talent within the industry.

In 2011 the SAFTAS will continue to give accolades to individuals and productions in the following categories: TV Non-fiction, TV Fiction, Feature Films, Short Films, Student Films and Animation with Special Lifetime achievement awards. The Best Newcomer category has also been added to honour individuals who have been in the film and television industry for a period of one year.

The SAFTAS Acting Project Manager, Ryan Haidarian believes that the awards are a prestigious event that should be embraced by all film and television industry stakeholders, “There is no higher honour than having your industry peers recognize your talent and the SAFTAs has become South Africa’s premiere platform for doing that. We encourage all eligible productions to participate by submitting their entries before the closing dates,” says Haidarian. 2011 SAFTAS promises to be a bigger and more exciting event.

Members of the public are encouraged to nominate individuals who have through the years tirelessly contributed to the industry in the category of Life Time Achievement. Previous individuals who have been honoured in this category include Cynthia Shange, Joe Mafela, Dr. John Kani and Katinga Heyns. The closing date for public nomination is 31 December 2010.

Rules and regulations can be obtained from the NFVF website: www.nfvf.co.za. 
This year entries can only be entered online at www.saftaregistration.co.za

After completing the online form, applicants will need to print the summary sheet and attach it to the DVD screeners to be submitted no later than Friday the 16th of July 2010 at 16:00 for TV submissions and the 31st of December 2010 for feature film entries.

Please deliver DVD screeners and summary sheets to:
SAFTAs
c/o NFVF
87 Central Street
Houghton
2198

Judging panels made up of industry organisation representatives, institutions, companies, media and general society will select the nominees and the eventual category award winners. As with previous years, the judging process will be overseen and verified by independent auditors.

Winners of the SAFTAS will be announced at a glittering event in early 2011.

End//
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