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Media Release

For Immediate Release 

South Africa hosts a successful pavilion at the 46th MIPTV in France, Cannes.
09 March 2009: The National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF) together with its partners, SABC and M-Net hosted a successful South African Pavilion at this year's MIPTV. MIPTV, a global television programming market took place from 30 March till 03 April in Cannes, France. 

About 11,500 enthusiastic participants from 105 countries gathered at the market this year. The market also recorded 3,800 buyers and 1,672 exhibiting companies. This is despite the current global economic recession affecting all industries, including both film and television.  

The South African stand warmly welcomed filmmakers and producers including Duncan Irvin from Rapid Blue, Paul Meyer from Luma, Graham Wallington from WildEarth TV and Jacques Stoltz from Gauteng Film Commission. All producers were ecstatic to represent and showcase what their productions have to offer to the global world, and in the process hosting successful meetings that had positive outcomes.

"Your help this year at MIPTV 2009 was invaluable! Your friendliness and generally great attitudes made it a pleasure to visit the South African stand, which felt like home. Whether it was to meet potential buyers or distributors at the stand, or share a cup of coffee, the experience was invaluable. We certainly feel like we're going to take over the world with our show, and it just would not have been the same without the NFVF there”, said Paul Meyer, MD of Luma.  

One observation made was that there is currently serious pressure on production budgets, however, most networks globally have to fill their schedules. Therefore most deals were made cost effectively allowing for quicker programme sales. 

Most genres in demand this year from visitors at the SA Pavilion were human interest shows, animation, lifestyle, gaming, current affairs programmes and documentaries. 

A popular question that was raised daily by the stand visitors was: "are there any South African 2010 documentaries on offer?" The question suggests that there is a need for South Africa to produce more material to showcase and promote the 2010 Fifa Soccer World Cup.  

To ensure the common development of South African film and television globally, the NFVF would like to encourage prospective partners and producers to participate at this market in the coming years.

The NFVF values the support of both the partners, M-Net and the SABC, and the producers who visited the SA Pavilion for their efforts to elevate the South African profile, showcasing local content within the world stage. 
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