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Media Release

For Immediate Release

The National Film and Video Foundation celebrates its 10 year at the 30th Durban International Film Festival

16 July 2009: The National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF) will celebrate its 10 years of existence at the 30th Durban International Film Festival (DIFF). DIFF takes place from 23 July till 02 August 2009 in Durban, South Africa. The NFVF has for the past 10 years supported DIFF, fulfilling its mandate of developing and promoting the local film industry.

To commemorate its 10 years, the NFVF will host a number of activities at DIFF, with the aim of strengthening its presence at DIFF and to local and international stakeholders. 

On Friday 24 July the NFVF will host filmmakers and members of the press to a conference themed "NFVF 10 Years Celebration and Vision 2022. The conference will highlight the NFVF's past achievements and table out its vision moving forward to 2022.

In association with partners including the Africa Carribean Pacific (ACP), the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) and the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), the NFVF, represented by Clarence Hamilton, Head of Production and Development will on Saturday 25 July participate at the 'Solutions To Film Finance' session. 

In April 2009 the NFVF launched a new commercial department called New Ventures headed by Ryan Haidarian. With this department, the NFVF aims to create new opportunities, in the process building a commercially viable business within the sector. On Sunday 26 July Ryan Haidarian will present the department's vision at the 'Distribution Strategies' session. The conference will also feature representatives including Sanjeev Signh (Director Acquisitions, Distribution and Exhibitions – Video Vision); Neil Brandt (Producer, Sea Point Days) and Florian Schattauer (Producer, Long Street).

The NFVF continues to support aspirant filmmakers through bursaries and other development programmes. After hosting a successful Student Open Day at the beginning of June in Johannesburg, Pretty Mthiyane, the NFVF Training Coordinator will be available at DIFF to share information with aspirant filmmakers. Mrs. Mthiyane will host the NFVF Bursaries, SEDIBA and SPARK session, where she will present on the many NFVF supported opportunities for training and professional development.

More//

The NFVF is proud to be part of the opening film Izulu Lami (My Secret Sky), a film directed by Madoda Ncayiyana and produced by DV8, which will be screened of Thursday 23 July. Izulu Lami is a film about an orphaned young girl who together with her little brother leave their rural homestead for the city, hoping to fulfill their mother's dream. Other NFVF funded films officially selected to be screened at DIFF are:

Skin – Feature Film: Directed by Anthony Fabian and starring Sophie Okonedo,  Skin is a story of family, forgiveness and the triump of the human spirit.

Shirley Adams – Feature Film: Directed by Oliver Hermanus, Shirley Adams tells a story of a woman who looses her family to violence and poverty, but gains her own sense of self worth. 

Jesus and The Giant – Short Film: Directed by Akin Omotoso, the films tells a story of Mary who has been attached by her lover the Giant.

Superhero: Short Film: Directed by Hanneke Schutte: A man wakes up with no memory of why her is dressed in a superhero outfit.

The Silver Fez – Documentary: Directed by Lloyd Ross, the film is about Kaatji Davids, a house painter with barely two cents to rub together.

Tribes and Clans – Documentary:  Directed by Ntokozo Mahlalela, Tribes and Clans is a perceptive documentary that deals with tribalism and its effect on contemporary South Africa.

Sea Point Days – Documentary; Directed by Francois Verster: Alongside the southernmost urban centre in Africa, separating city from ocean, lies an unusual strip of land. The Sea Point Promenade - and the public swimming pools at its centre - forms a space unlike any other in Cape Town. Right here, slightly away from the hustle and bustle of the business area, life is most paraded most unapologetically in all its forms…

In its landmark 30th year the DIFF presents over 200 screenings at 27 venues across the Durban district. For more information and programme visit: www.cca.ukzn.ac.za
The NFVF will participate at the festival throughout the duration of the 30th Durban International Film Festival.

End//
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