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Press Release

For Immediate Release

The 4th South African Film and Television Awards (SAFTAS) Judging Phase commences

24 August 2009: The 4th South African Film and Television Awards judging phase will commence on Tuesday 01 September 2009. The judging process takes place subsequent to the appointment of two new chairpersons, Mr. Paul Raleigh and Ms Coco Cachalia, who will oversee the judging process.

“We are happy to announce the initial phase of the judging process of SAFTAS 2010,  filtration, which commences after a successful call-for-entry period which registered an enormous improvement in the entry figures. This year we recorded two hundred and twenty one (221) entries, across eighteen (18) genres in television and film,” says Azania Muendane, SAFTAS Project Manager.

Spearheaded by the National Film and Video Foundation CEO, Eddie Mbalo, the SAFTAS Committee appointed Paul Raleigh and Coco Cachalia, whose experience in the film and television industry span more than a combined period of fifty (50) years. “The committee is thrilled to have Paul and Coco on board, who both have extensive experience in the film and television sectors. Both are knowledgeable specialists in these fields, and we have confidence that they will lead the judging panel diligently,” commented Eddie Mbalo.

The SAFTAS judging chairpersons met with the judges at a successful meeting held at the NFVF offices. "The SAFTAS are a very important event in the (South African) Film and Television calendar as they recognise the excellent work produced by our practitioners. I wish to thank all the judges who generously give of their time to ensure that this event enjoys the respect of the industry", says Paul Raleigh, SAFTAS 2010 Chairperson.
Seventy (70) Judges have been tasked with the responsibility of selecting the best of South African productions. These are industry professionals who are recognised specialists in the fields of television and film. The judges’ main focus will be on critique of excellence in scripts and/or content, creativity and execution.

The entries received were from South African production companies and broadcasters alike.

The judging process will end on October 31st 2009 with the final judging, where the judges will decide upon the nominees.

The category of Life Time Achievement is one important category that recognises outstanding achievers in the film and television industries. The category is open to the public to nominate individuals who have continued to surpass expectations and make outstanding contributions in the industry. Nominations for this category will be open until December 31st 2009.

The objective of the SAFTAS is to celebrate excellence with regard to talent and creativity in the South African film and television industry. The SAFTAS 2010 will take on the theme of National Identity.

About the Chairpersons of the SAFTAS 2010 judges
Paul Raleigh was approached by Film Finances Inc. (a world leader in Film Completion Guarantees) in 2005. In his capacity as Director of Southern Africa (Film Finances SA), Paul provides a guarantee of completion to financiers of local film productions. Previously, Paul was the Managing Director of Moviworld in South Africa and has been involved in the production of film in South Africa for over thirty years. He has overseen, co-produced and produced dozens of feature films and television series, both local and international. Notable productions include; Tsotsi (UK Film & TV/Moviworld), Stander (7 Arts Production, starring Thomas Jane), A Reasonable Man, The Hangman's Daughter-Texas Blood Money (Miramax), Born Free (Columbia Tri-Star).

Coco Cachalia is CEO of Kagiso TV & Communications, a specialist media company focusing on innovative, content driven integrated communications that is dedicated to education and development in South Africa. She is a media specialist with over 20 years of experience in communication management, publishing, training and communication. Kagiso’s emphasis is on developing educational materials in all media, particularly TV and video, print, radio and the internet.

Cachalia hails from a family with strong political struggle credentials. She was an executive member or the IPO and currently sits on the board of the Centre for India Studies at the University of the Witwatersrand. Her interests are varied and include sport where she was a member of the 2003 Cricket World Cup committee. 

She has an MA in Social History from Essex University and a BA Hons from Wits University.

Issued on behalf of the National Film and Video Foundation
Naomi Mokhele: Media Relations Coordinator
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