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Media Release

Nominees of the South African Film and Television Awards (SAFTAS) announced

18 November 2009: The nominees for the South African Film and Television Awards were announced today at an event held at Johannesburg’s Atlas Studios. Both members of the industry and the local media attended the event.

“We are happy to announce the nominees for the SAFTAS 2010. The announcement comes after an extensive judging process that involved over a record 100 judges contributing in the dialogues and debates. The SAFTAS Committee would like to congratulate all the nominees, and wish them the best of luck for the awards next year,” said Azania Muendane, NFVF Acting Head of Marketing and Public Affairs.

This year the SAFTA committee received 221 entries, which went through a process of filtration and then the final judging phase. All judges are industry professionals who are highly recognized in the fields of television and film and they came together to ensure that the best of South African productions are nominated. The judging process was overseen by two chairpersons Paul Raleigh and Coco Cachalia, with PriceWaterhouse Coopers as the judging auditors.

“This has certainly been one of the most pleasant duties I have had the pleasure of performing.  The management of the process has been first class and my sincere thanks to the Judges who have given of their time to complete the process in such a painless manner.  Congratulations to the nominees.  Being nominated is in itself a victory and I look forward to seeing you in February. Best wishes”, commented Paul Raleigh.
The nominations were announced in the categories of feature film, documentary, student and short film, drama, comedy, soapies, reality, gameshows, wildlife, magazine, talk shows, actuality, animation, variety, sports and music shows. There are still two major awards outstanding that the public can get involved in; those being the the nominations for the Life Time Achievement category, which recognises outstanding achievers will close on December 31, 2009 for public nomination and the Best Soapie award entries open in the new year.
“As one of the overall judges for the SAFTA awards, I was hugely impressed by the smoothness of the process and the professionalism that was brought to bear by both the judges and the NFVF, who oversaw the process. I was kept informed on a regular basis of how the judging was proceeding and any potential issue thatmay have arisen.I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the nominees and to wish them lots of luck as we reach the final stages of the awards,” said Coco Cachalia.
The SAFTAS will take place at a star-studded event that will take place at the Pretoria State Theatre on Saturday 20th February 2010. 
The objective of the SAFTAS is to celebrate excellence with regard to talent and creativity in the South African film and television industry. The SAFTAS 2010 will take on the theme of National Identity.
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