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Media Release

For Immediate Release

Shirley Adam wins multiple-awards at the Durban International Film Festival

04 August 2009: The National Film and Video Foundation congratulates Shirley Adams on winning three awards at the 30th Durban International Film Festival, which took place from 23 July until 03 August. Winners of the 30th Durban International Film Festival were announced on Sunday 02 August in Durban.

Directed by first time filmmaker Oliver Hermanus, Shirley Adams was awarded The Best South African Feature Film for its "true excellence in perfomance, cinematography, directing and editing". The film was also awarded The Best First Feature Film, and Best Actress Award for Denise Newman's "riveting and extraordinary performance."

“It is fantastic to see such a great response to Shirley Adams’ first festival outing”, says Ryan Haidarian from the NFVF.
Following on its successes at the 30th Durban International Film Festival Shirley Adams now moves to the A-list Locarno Festival, where it has been selected to compete in the main competition. Locarno takes place from Wednesday 05 until 15 August 2009. 

Other South African award winners at the Durban International Film Festival include:

Special Jury Mention: To the child actors of Izulu Lami (My Secret Sky), directed by Madoda Ncayiyana.

Special Mention Documentary: Sea Point Days, directed by Francois Verster.

Special Mention Short Film: Miss Sgodiphola, directed by Andy "The Admiral" Kasrils.

The International Jury comprised filmmakers Tunde Kelani (Nigeria) and Cheick Oumar Sissoko (Mali), South African actress Rosie Tebogo Motene and Gert Jan Zuilho (The Netherlands), programmer at the International Film Festival Rotterdam. 


Organised by the Centre for Creative Arts (University of KwaZulu-Natal) the principal 
funders of the 30th Durban International Film Festival are: the National Film and Video Foundation, Stichting Doen, HIVOS, KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic Development, German Embassy, Goethe Institute of South Africa, City of Durban, Industrial Development 
Corporation, with support from East Coast Radio, Durban Film Office, French Embassy of South Africa and other valued sponsors and partners.  
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