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The Bang Bang Club readies for the cinema

The Bang Bang Club is a powerful real life story about four remarkable young
men, photographers, friends and rivals who were sometimes banded together to
lessen the danger as they covered the violence that erupted in the township of Thokoza in 1994 when the first democratic elections in South African were held.
Based on the events that transpired in April 1994, the film was shot in and
around Johannesburg, including the township of Thokoza.

 
The name, Bang Bang Club was given to the four by the South African and
International press for their fearless and sometimes reckless extremes they
went into in order to capture the violent images of the gruesome eruptions that took place, this is revealed in the film.


The same daring that resulted in some of the most memorable war photographs
of the period and brought international fame to the photographers came at a
terrible price. In April 1994, only days after one of the Club, Kevin
Carter, received a Pullitzer prize, Greg Marinovich and Ken Oosterbroek were
shot while covering a fire fight outside Johannesburg. Tragically, Ken died
and Greg survived. A mere three months after the shooting. Kevin Carter took
his own life.

 
Depicting the story as it unfolded 15 years ago, about 600 extras gathered in
the Township of Thokoza at Khumalo Street. The scene, which is brilliantly
shot to create the real atmosphere of that day, centres around the
confrontation between the African National Congress (ANC) fighters and the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP)fighters. It relates the story about how one of the heroes, Ken Oosterbroek was tragically killed. Among the crowds stood Ken's sister Athele' Oosterbroek and Greg Marinovich who's been involved with the film from the beginning.
 
"On 18 April 1994 I was at the Johannesburg airport when I felt a sudden
terrible feeling, unfortunately it was the time my brother was being shot,"
recounts Athele'. Being on location and experiencing the story as it
unfolded many years ago brings back the emotions of that day. It was so real
and painful at first, and the producers had to arrange for a bereavement
consellor to attend to me. However, I'm grateful that the story that honours all four friends, including my brother, is being told. The story will heal
wounds and I believe that many people will learn from it," added Athele.

 
One of the surviving friends Greg Marinovich mentions that "Thokoza was one
of the hot spots a week just before South Africa's first historic
elections." He further explains that "the story will provide an opportunity
for people to remember the fallen heroes and will also heal the wounds."

 
The film addresses the moral questions that lie at the heart of the four;
"Just how far should one go to pursue an image? When should journalists put
aside their impartiality and get involved in the tragedy unfolding before
them?
 
Supported by the National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF), the Bang Bang Club
is a gripping, tragic, true story of journalistic endeavour and moral
dilemma, set in the violent upheaval of the last hectic days of apartheid in
South Africa. Starring Ryan Phillippe, Taylor Kitsch, Frank Rautenbach, Patrick Shai, and Treasure Tshabalala the film is a co production by Out of Africa Entertainment Pty Limited in South Africa and Foundry Films in Canada, directed by Steven Silver.
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