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Media Release

For Immediate Release

Jerusalema not selected for Oscars 2009 nominations 
23 January 2009: The South African Academy Awards Selection Committee and The National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF) learned with disappointment that Jerusalema has not been nominated for the Oscars by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. Jerusalema was in October 2008 submitted for consideration in the Best Foreign Film category. The nominees for the 81st Oscars were announced yesterday by Academy President Sid Ganis and Oscar winner Forest Whitaker. 
Nominees for Best Foreign Language Film of the year were announced as:

· The Baader Meinhof Complex – A Constantin Film Production, Germany

· The Class (Sony Pictures Classics) – A Haut et Court Production, France

· Departures (Regent Releasing) – A Departures Film Partners production, Japan

· Revanche (Janus Films) – A Prisma Film/Femseh Production, Austria

· Waltz with Bashir (Sony Pictures Classics) – A Bridgit Folman Film Gang Production, Israel
“We are obviously disappointed that the film was not selected for the Oscars. It is now for us to look into the future and prepare for other competitions like the Pan African Film Festival (FESPACO) taking place in Burkina Faso at the end of February,” said Eddie Mbalo, CEO of the NFVF.
Written and directed by Ralph Ziman and produced by Tendeka Matatu, Jerusalema is a dynamic and compelling epic that takes an unwavering and blisteringly stylized look into the crime, corruption, and transgressions of the new South Africa. The film was released to both box office and critical acclaim at the end of August 2008 and enjoyed a highly successful theatrical run in South Africa. Distributed through United International Pictures in partnership with Metro FM and the Gauteng Film Commission, the film made about R4 416 000 since its release across the country, according to Sterkinekor. 
The film received a great reception from both the audience and film practitioners when it premiered at the Berlin Film Festival last year. It was later well received at the 2008 Cannes Film Festival. The film was also honoured when Rapulana Seiphemo (Lucky Kunene) won the Best Actor at the Durban International Film Festival last year. In February it will be the opening film at the Los Angeles Pan African Film Festival and is also in the main competition at FESPACO, which is scheduled to take place from 28 February till 07 March.
Tendeka Matatu, producer of Jerusalema had this to say, “We are obviously disappointed that the film did not get nominated for the Oscars, however we were up against some very stiff competition from the best films from around the world and it was an honour to be submitted for consideration.”
Jerusalema was to be the third film to be considered for the Oscars, subsequent to the successes of Yesterday – nominated in 2005 and Tsotsi (2006), which raised the South African flag high when it won Best Foreign Language Film. The three films are some of the positive achievements the country continues to be proud of, which demonstrates that South Africa has high quality productions, which meet the global standards.

The NFVF and the South African Academy Awards Selection Committee wishes the film future success.
The National Film and Video Foundation is officially recognized by the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences that makes submissions on behalf on the South African film industry.

End//

Issued on behalf of the National Film and Video Foundation

Contact Person:

Naomi Mokhele

Media Relations Coordinator

011 483 0880

082 496 9324

naomim@nfvf.co.za 

2nd Floor, 87 Central Street, Houghton, 2198, South Africa

Private Bag X04, Northlands, 2116, South Africa

Tel: +27 11 483 0880  Fax: +27 11 483 0881  Email: info@nfvf.co.za  Website: www.nfvf.co.za
Councillors: Mrs Charlotte Mampane (Chairperson); Mr Monde Ngonyama (Deputy Chair); Ms Neo Sowazi; Mr Mark Rosin

Ms Annabell Lebethe; Ms Sandra Gordon; Mr Mike Smit; Mr Mohau Mphomela; Ms Nadia Bulbulia
Mr Sam Bhembe; Mr David Bensusan; Prof Pitika Ntuli; Adv Rod Solomons
Chief Executive Officer: Khalipha Eddie Mbalo

[image: image1.jpg]