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SEDIBA graduate moves on to become a resident writer on Isidingo, an SABC 3 local soapie. 

Loyiso Maqoma, a graduate of the SEDIBA Spark program, was recently appointed as a resident writer at Isidingo. SEDIBA is a scriptwriting training and development programme funded and managed by the National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF). 

The level of training provided by the NFVF’s Production and Development Executive, Clarence Hamilton and Alby James, Senior Project Leader of Sediba  for writers, script editors and commissioning editors during this four-month development process is at the level of university honours. 

Maqoma’s journey began when he was a student at the University of Fort Hare where he realized that Accounting was not his calling. He started writing stories and decided to apply to a film school. In 2006, he was accepted at SASWA (South African Screenwriting Association), now SA Script Institution, where he enrolled for a learnership programme that afforded him the privilege of serving an internship with a reputable production company, Videovision Entertainment. 

He then submitted an application for development funding to the National Film and Video Foundation, and consequently received an invitation to the entry level Sediba scriptwriting training programme called SPARK. Maqoma started story lining for Isidingo, during the training process of SPARK, where feature film scripts are developed, whilst the creative team, comprising of the writer and tainee script editor, are trained. 

“Loyiso made an immediate impression with his diligence- reading the handbook and the required materials to develop his skills as a writer.  He asked probing questions of his instructors and made insightful contributions during the round table sessions on script development.  At the end of the first Spark he was assessed among the top participants and was identified immediately as someone with great potential to become a script editor, says Clarence Hamilton, NFVF’s Production and Development Executive. 
When the NFVF launched the short film contest in 2007, Loyiso was assigned to be the trainee script editor on two short films, essentially functioning as a script editor while he was learning the tools of the trade. Together with seven trainee script editiors, he assisted in the development of the 12 short scripts, eight of which were shortlisted for production. 

When the second round of the SABC/SEDIBA mini series script development collaboration commenced in November 2007, Loyiso joined the creative team to continue his training on When we Were Black 2, a sequel to Khalo Matabane’s SAFTA award-winning mini series. 

Being naturally gifted as a writer, and in addition thereto having acquired a wealth of knowledge from Sediba and Saswu, Maqoma was able to impress the Head Writer and Producers of Isidingo and was consequently awarded the appointment. “Being appointed Resident Writer at Isidingo is certainly the biggest milestone in my writing career thus far. In conjunction with my responsibilities here, I’m also a trainee script editor on a project commissioned by the SABC, being developed under SEDIBA”, says Maqoba.

Maqoma feels that writing has to fundamentally be a calling, not just a hobby or something one enjoys to do, especially in the sphere of film and television. “It’s a tough industry and consequently one that is not easily broken into. The journey is therefore guaranteed to be fairly arduous, and requires the tenacity, resilience and commitment that come with knowing that something is one’s purpose.”

“Being at Isidingo is not only a great privilege but a great challenge. My immediate aim therefore is to familiarize myself with the conventions that drive daily drama, such that I am able to make useful creative contributions to the process, help push these boundaries further and challenge them in cases where I feel this needs to be done, such that I’m effectively able to contribute to the quality for which Isidingo has received much acclaim,” said Maqoma.

Other programmes offered by Sediba include Intermediate Screenwriting Training Programme, aimed at writers and script editors who have successfully completed the Spark program. The Sediba Masters Screenwriting Programme is an advanced training programme aimed at both  experienced writers and those writers who have successfully completed the beginners and intermediate programmes of Sediba. 

The aim of the NFVF is to ensure that projects that go through the Advanced Screenwriting Training Programme actually get the attention of producers, sales agents and co-production partners locally and internationally. Through these programs it is hoped that Sediba will not only increase the pool of professional writers and script editors, but also the production of professional scripts that will draw SA audiences to theatres and resonate in the international market place.

Other success stories out of SEDIBA include Ayanda Halimana, Lentsoe Serote and Tshego Monaisa, who were selected as trainee script editors on the first SABC/Sediba mini-series script development collaboration.

Ayanda impressed the SABC Content Hub with her contributions in the round table sessions, that upon completion of the first cycle she was offered an internship along with Pule Motloung.  Currently Ayanda is an Assistant Commissioning Editor at SABC.

Tshego Monaisa was also selected as a trainee script editor for the first round of the SABC/Sediba mini-series script development collaboration. Tshego performed so well over the twelve month training period that she was selected as script editor on 2nd round of SABC/Sediba mini series script development collaboration.

Lentsoe Serote, originally from Alexandra Township joined the Sediba script-training program during the first year of collaboration between the SABC and the NFVF through Sediba after a three-month introductory film course at Monash.  During this period Lentsoe wrote and directed his own feature film on no budget and the help of friends and family.  At Sediba he learnt the importance of a clear premise, compelling characters and structure for telling stories.  When the second round of SABC/Sediba script development was launched in November 2007, he was selected as script editor on one of the mini series. 

To follow in the footsteps of Loyiso Maqoma and other successful SEDIBA participants, aspiring script writers may apply to the NFVF.  Applicants must supply a synopsis, a treatment or a screenplay, preferably a properly formatted script, together with a development funding application form and a CV to the NFVF.   Details of how to go about doing this are available on the NFVF website: www.nfvf.co.za.
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