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Rehad Desai’s The Battle for Johannesburg to screen at The Bioscope

17 August 2010: Moviegoers are in for a treat as Encounters Documentary Festival’s Johannesburg leg commences tomorrow at The Bioscope. One documentary not to be missed is Rehad Desai’s The Battle for Johannesburg. The film will be screened on Friday 20th of August at 20:30, followed by a Q & A.

The documentary had a successful World Premier at this year’s Durban International Film Festival, attracting audiences from around the City of Durban.

Funded by the National Film and Video Foundation, the Battle for Johannesburg is a feature-length documentary film that examines the conflicts and consequences of Johannesburg’s rapid transformation in the 24 months leading up to the World Cup.

A massive inner city renewal project has been embarked since 2004 to convert Johannesburg into a “World Class African City”. However the plan to tame the disorderly, effervescent capital is fraught with obstacles. The story extends beyond the economic value of the city’s property to the lives of its inhabitants. Many residents have come to Johannesburg from rural areas or from other African states to seek their fortunes. These urban poor are displaced as the processes of gentrification result in an influx of more affluent people into deteriorating areas. 
In the documentary, Desai turns into investigative reporter as he exposes amongst others the brutality of evictions and the appalling living conditions of the residents.

Desai has produced over 20 films, which have been broadcast internationally and at international festivals. He holds a Masters degree in Social History from WITS, and has a postgraduate degree in production from AVEA. He is the Festival Director of the Tri-continental Film Festival and has been a trade union organiser, a health and safety/media officer for a chemical workers union and a Director of an HIV prevention NGO, all since his return from exile in the UK. He began working in the television and film industry as a current affairs journalist. 
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