PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
The South African Film and Television Awards (SAFTAs) 2009 Judging Phase commences 

29 August 2008: The South African Film and Television Awards judging phase commenced on Thursday, 28th August 2008. The SAFTAs committee, which is spearheaded by the National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF) CEO Eddie Mbalo appointed Mr. Mandla Langa and Ms. Hanellie Bekker to be the Joint Chairs of the SAFTA 2009 judging panels.  The Joint Chairs of the judging panels are responsible for overseeing the entire process of the Judging phase. They make up the body that will account for all results and to whom all judges account to. The judging panels are made up of over 50 industry practitioners who are both specialists in their field and recognized individuals within the industry. 
The judging began with the Filtration phase. The filtration phase is the process in which the judges “filter” through all entries per award section to a maximum of 10 and a minimum of 3 entries. These filtered entries then go through to the final judging phase set for October 2008. The final judging is when the judges decide upon the nominees and the eventual winners from those filtered.
The process of the awards began on April 7 2008 with the open of the “Call for Entries”. Since the close of the call, the SAFTAs have had over 180 production title entries that are South African and have been publicly exhibited or broadcast between 31 October 2006 – 31 March 2008 across all broadcasters, distributors and festivals locally and internationally.  

The South African film and television industry came together under the auspices of the National Film and Video Foundation of South Africa (NFVF) to stage the awards, which will be hosted in 2009 for the third year. The SAFTAs is the primary event recognising and giving accolade to practitioners in the South Africa Film and Television industry. The primary objective of the SAFTA is to honour, celebrate and promote the creativity, quality and excellence of South African Film and Television talent and productions, and to encourage entrepreneurship and the development of new talent within the industry.
Over 80 awards will be presented for the following categories: Feature films, Documentary, Student and Short films as well as TV Dramas, Soapies, Comedies, Reality, Gameshows, Wildlife shows, Talkshows, Magazineshows and News and Actuality Programmes at the SAFTAs 2009.

This year SAFTAs introduces an additional award for Best Newcomer. Nominations for Best Newcomer are still open and close on October 31st 2008. The Best Newcomer award shall be presented to an individual who has recently entered the industry either in the technical or performance field and has displayed outstanding effort in their work as a newcomer. Nominations are to be made by production companies or casting directors. Nominations for Lifetime achievement Award are also still open to the public to nominate individuals, who have made an outstanding contribution to the industry and are to also close on October 31st 2008. 

When judging SAFTAs entries the judges focus on critique of excellence in Script/Content, Creativity and Execution within productions submitted.

End
ABOUT SAFTAS: CELEBRATING CREATIVITY ENCOURAGING EXCELLENCE

In 2005 representatives of the South African Film and Television industry resolved to come together under the auspices of the National Film and Video Foundation of South Africa (NFVF) to establish the annual South African Film and Television Awards, the SAFTA AWARDS (SAFTAS). 

The primary objective of the SAFTA Awards is to honour, celebrate and promote the creativity, quality and excellence of South African Film and Television talent and productions, and to encourage entrepreneurship and the development of new talent within the industry.

The inaugural edition of the South Africa Film and Television Awards was held on Friday 27 and Saturday 28 October 2006 at the Gallagher Estate in Johannesburg. A total of 75 Golden Horn Awards were presented to winners. 

The second edition of the awards, SAFTA 2007 was held on Saturday 27 October 2007 hosted at the Gallagher Estates, Midrand. Johannesburg. A total of 79 Awards were presented to winners with 3 Lifetime Achievement awards given to individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to the industry.
2. THE GOLDEN HORN 

All SAFTA winners are presented with the Golden Horn, the official SAFTA Trophy.  

The creative concept behind the SAFTA Trophy, the “Golden Horn” is built on the strength of the collective effort and community that is inherent in the South African Film and Television industry of today and reflects the collective energy of the team and the recognition of the individual as part of a collective. 

About Mandla Langa – Chairperson of the SAFTA Judging panel
Currently Chairman of MultiChoice South Africa’s black economic empowerment initiative, Phuthuma Nathi, Mandla Langa is the former Chairperson of Independent Communications Authority of South Africa (ICASA) and also served as SABC Board member. His published works include Tenderness of Blood (1987), A Rainbow on a Paper Sky (1989), The Naked Song and Other Stories (1997) and The Memory of Stones (2000). Mandla Langa sits on the boards of the Business and Arts South Africa (BASA), the Foundation for Global Dialogue (FGD), Horizon Strategies, and Institute for the Advancement of Journalism (IAJ) and the Rhodes University School for Economic Journalism. He is a trustee of the Nation's Trust and the South African Screenwriters' Laboratory (SCRAWL). He also serves as the director to Contemporary African Music and Arts (CAMA). He has been the editor-at-large of Leadership Magazine and the Program Director for television at the SABC.

About Hannellie Bekker – Chairperson of the SAFTA Judging panel
Hannelie Bekker started working in television in 1992, producing and presenting short inserts for a magazine programme on Bop-TV.

Moving to the SABC, she was part of the teams that started TSS, NNTV and SABC 3, nearly always working in programming.

As an international buyer she introduced Sex & the City, Survivor, The Amazing Race and countless other international programmes to South African audiences.

As Head of Programmes at SABC 3, she was responsible for the editorial management of the channel. She initiated and oversaw the so-called “turnaround” of Isidingo in 2001/2002, and was responsible for the commissioning and/or development of local shows like 3 Talk, Going Nowhere Slowly, The Weakest Link, Hard Copy, and The LAB. She was also part of the team that devised cross-channel programming and scheduling strategies.

In 2005, she joined Videovision Entertainment for a sojourn into feature films. When that company became a shareholder in Telkom Media, however, the lure of starting up a new subscription broadcasting service in South Africa proved irresistible.

She is currently GM: Entertainment at Telkom Media, with the task of conceptualizing a multi-platform subscription broadcasting offering that will help enable the growth of the pay-tv market in South Africa. Apart from overall strategy development, this includes overseeing the design of local channels, the acquisition of international channels and programmes, the formulation of policy and procedures (including the development of innovative terms of trade and commissioning practices), and the briefing and acquisition processes.

Her experience includes the analysis of competitive landscapes, the interpretation of audience data and behavior, the formulation and implementation of large-scale strategy, policy formulation, the economics of production and broadcasting, collaboration with advertisers, sponsors and marketers. In addition she is an expert in content sourcing for both traditional and new media, rights negotiation & deal making, editorial management on programme, channel and bouquet level, script development, scheduling and regulatory compliance management. Her professional network comprises local broadcast executives, the local production community, international programme distributors (both studios and independents) and international channel owners.
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