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For Immediate Release

South African Project, The Commandments launched at Rotterdam CineMart 2008 – 10 for 2010 

25 January 2008: The National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF) in partnership with the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) and International Development Centre - Binger Filmlab, will launch The Commandments during the 25th Edition of International Co-production Market CineMart; a ground breaking feature film and single play project spotlighting the new generation of South African film makers. 

On Monday January 28 at 5 pm this unique project will be officially launched by the directors, producers and project partners, who are currently creating this collection of 10 films (5 feature films and 5 single plays) exploring the codes and rules which govern a culture and society. All projects are officially selected for CineMart 2008. The Commandments Launch will be hosted by Sandra den Hamer, director of the Netherlands Film Museum in Amsterdam. 

The Commandments project has secured the very best of South African writers, directors and producers currently working at building a new national cinema. The talent assembled has been nominated and awarded worldwide and their previous work has been selected and screened at every major festival around the world. The Commandments filmmakers are: 

Gilli Apter, Joseph 
Matthew A. Brown, Flawed Life 
Noziswe Ginindza, Marula Tree 
Tristan Holmes, Hidden Garden 
Norman Maake, Blood Down Claim Street 
Teddy Mattera, Gees 
Jean & Zinaid Meeran, Gazelle911 
Akiedah Mohamed, Belly Dancing and the Art of Catching Stars on Water 
Nicky Newman, Lucky Lady 
Busi Ntintili & Khalo Matabane, Road to Khumbula 

”Finding the inherent gems within the filmmaking community of South Africa and supplying enough resources to polish those stories into precious tales has been the best part of the process so far,” says Ryan Haidarian, Head of Production and Development at the NFVF.

Kethiwe Ngcobo, SABC's Head of Drama Content Hub says about the project: "As the SABC, we are very pleased to work with our current partners, NFVF, Binger Filmlab and IFFR (International Film Festival Rotterdam) who together are spearheading this prestigious project. The Commandments is the first large scale fiction initiative that has been undertaken to showcase South African talent both locally and internationally. We believe this project is an ideal vehicle for those wanting to partner with South Africa". 
                                                                                                                   more//…

The talents and stories were nurtured in a custom made development process of writing labs and directing workshops in Johannesburg and Cape Town, especially created by the Amsterdam-based Binger Filmlab. This process delivered a vibrant and extraordinarily diverse array of stories, tones and narrative styles, reflecting the many layers and complexities of contemporary South Africa. The films are expected to premiere in 2010, to coincide with South Africa’s hosting of the Football World Cup. 

CineMart director Marit van Elshout is happy to launch the project in Rotterdam; "Having been involved with The Commandments from the very beginning, the IFFR and CineMart are very proud to present the project at the 25th anniversary edition of CineMart. For years the IFFR has had very strong links with South Africa, among others through the Hubert Bals Fund and CineMart. We consider it a great opportunity to strengthen those links and celebrate these ten South African filmmakers and their unique stories at this special CineMart. Of course we hope to be able to show the films in future editions of the festival." 
The Rotterdam Film Festival takes place from 23 January to 03 February 2008.

Ends//
Released by the National Film and Video Foundation

For more information contact:

Naomi Mokhele

Media Relations Officer

011 483 0880

082 496 9324

naomim@nfvf.co.za
www.nfvf.co.za

2nd Floor, 87 Central Street, Houghton, 2198, South Africa

Private Bag X04, Northlands, 2116, South Africa

Tel: +27 11 483 0880  Fax: +27 11 483 0881  Email: info@nfvf.co.za  Website: www.nfvf.co.za
Councillors: Mrs Charlotte Mampane (Chairperson); Mr Monde Ngonyama (Deputy Chair); Ms Neo Sowazi; Mr Mark Rosin

Ms Annabell Lebethe; Ms Sandra Gordon; Mr Mike Smit; Mr Mohau Mphomela; Ms Nadia Bulbulia
Mr Sam Bhembe; Mr David Bensusan; Prof Pitika Ntuli; Adv Rod Solomons
Chief Executive Officer: Khalipha Eddie Mbalo

[image: image1.jpg]