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18TH ANNUAL SOUTH AFRICAN FILM AND TELEVISION AWARDS (SAFTAS) HONOURED THE BEST OF THE SA FILM AND TELEVISION INDUSTRY
Johannesburg, 26 October 2024 – The 18th Annual South African Film and Television Awards (SAFTAs18) took place on  25 and 26 October 2024, celebrating the excellence of the South African film and television industry. The prestigious award ceremonies, held at the Gallagher Convention Centre, paid tribute to the outstanding talent that has entertained and inspired audiences locally and globally. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Under the theme "Back to Basics, Celebrating Mzansi’s Golden Narratives”, the Craft awards were streamed live on the SAFTAs YouTube page on 25 October 2024 where the Red Carpet  and Main Awards shows were simulcast on SABC 2 (Channel 192) and Mzansi Magic (Channel 161) on 26 October 2024. SAFTAs18 were an exhilarating showcase of the brilliance of past film and TV genius during 30 years of South Africa’s democracy and the celebration of today’s talent.
The two-night star-studded affair brought together the nation’s favourite films, TV soaps, TV dramas, telenovelas, actors, presenters, behind-the-scenes talent and many more, recognising the hard work and dedication that goes into producing world-class content. A diverse mix of celebrities, government officials and key figures from the entertainment industry attended this highly anticipated event.
Hosting the Main Awards show was the charismatic duo, Lerato “LKG” Kganyago – Ndlala   and Skhumba Hlophe. This was preceded by the Red Carpet show, hosted by Nomalanga Shozi and Katleho Sinivasan, where Kuhle Adams and Christopher Jaftha hosted the Craft awards ceremony.
Guests and viewers were treated to exceptional live performances, starting with an energetic opening act by Zola. Performances by Holly Rey, Brenda Mtambo and Pabi Cooper also added to the Main Award night's entertainment. Acts who featured during the Craft Award show were familiar favourites KB, Clint Brink, Danny K, Karlien van Jaarsveld and content creator & amapiano artist, Khanyisa.
The SAFTAs extend their heartfelt congratulations to all the winners, who were honoured with the iconic Golden Horn. Bomb Shelter scooped most wins across both nights with 13 awards, including multiple wins for the critically acclaimed series Shaka Ilembe, which secured awards for Best TV Drama, Best Achievement in Makeup and Styling, Best Achievement in Wardrobe, Best Achievement in Art Direction, and Best Achievement in Original Music/Score.
Tshedza Productions followed closely with 11 Golden Horns, including Best Telenovela for Outlaws. The critically acclaimed Music Is My Life - Joseph Shabalala and Ladysmith Black Mambazo won Best Achievement in Directing and Best Documentary Feature.
Key Award Winners:
· Best Feature Film: The Fragile King
· Best Documentary: !Aitsa
· Best TV Drama: Shaka iLembe
· Best TV Soap: Skeem Saam 
· Best Telenovela: Outlaws
· Best TV Comedy: Yoh! Christmas
· Best Actress in a Feature Film: Antoinette Louw (The Fragile King)
· Best Actor in a Feature Film: Vusi Kunene (Seconds)
· Best Actress in a TV Drama: Shannon Esra (Lioness Season 2)
· Best Actor in a TV Drama: Thembinkosi Mthembu (Shaka iLembe)
· Best Actress in a Telenovela: Zikhona Sodlaka (Gqeberha – The Empire Season 1)
· Best Actor in a Telenovela: Presley Chweneyagae (The River)
· Best Actress in a TV Comedy: Marion Holm (Taktiek)
· Best Actor in a TV Comedy: Prev Reddy (Miseducation)
· Best Achievement in Directing – Feature Film: Tristan Holmes (The Fragile King)
In the public vote categories, the Best TV Presenter award was won by Nonkanyiso “Laconco” Conco, and the Most Popular TV Soap or Telenovela award was, for the second time in a row, won by eTV’s Scandal.
The late Mpho Sebeng won the Best Supporting Actor in a Telenovela award for his performance on S3’s The Estate.
The prestigious Lifetime Achiever Award was bestowed upon Arthur Molepo and Mfundi Vundla, two industry legends who have made significant contributions to the South African film and television landscape. Their careers have left an indelible mark, and their dedication to the craft continues to inspire.
Additionally, Kenneth Vuyani Mbalula was honoured with the Youth Achiever Award, and Josh Crickmay received the Emerging Filmmaker Award, marking the next generation of talent shaping the future of the industry.
The National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF), the proud custodians of the SAFTAs, applauds the tireless efforts of the SAFTAs jury for their rigorous evaluation process, as well as the SAFTAs Committee for their thoughtful consideration of the discretionary award winners. NFVF Acting CEO, Mr. Lebogang Mogoera, expressed gratitude, stating, "We are immensely proud of the calibre of talent showcased this year and the hard work of all those involved in bringing these stories to life. A big thank you to our long-standing broadcast partners Multichoice and SABC, whose support enabled us to bring the awards to all South Africans, Black Swan Media for implementing a brilliant production that intentionally highlighted the importance of how film and TV have helped archive our 30 years of democracy and of course our sponsors, the Durban Film Office and Icebolethu Group for their contribution to making this year’s SAFTAs a success."

The full list of winners can be found on all SAFTAs social media platforms, the #SAFTAS18 hashtag and the NFVF website www.nfvf.co.za.

Congratulations to all the winners!

For further information, please contact:
Lerato Mokopanele
Marketing and Communications Manager
National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF)
Tel: +27 11 483 0880
Email:leratom@nfvf.co.za

-Ends-

About SAFTAs
The South African Film & Television Awards (SAFTAs) were established by industry representatives and the National Film & Video Foundation (NFVF), as an event that honours, celebrates, and promotes the creativity, quality & excellence of the South African film & television talent. They also serve to encourage the development of new talent, fostering a generation of filmmakers united in the collective mission of telling authentic South African stories.
About NFVF
The National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF) is an agency of the Department Sport, Arts and Culture that was created to ensure the equitable growth of South Africa’s film and video industry. The NFVF does this by providing funding for the development, production, marketing, and distribution of films and also the training and development of filmmakers. In addition, the NFVF commissions research and produces industry statistics that provide both the public and stakeholders with valuable insights into the South African film industry.
About Multichoice (MCG)
MultiChoice Group (MCG), which listed in the Main Board of the JSE on 27 February 2019, is one of the fastest-growing video entertainment providers globally, delivering entertainment products and services to 21.1m households across 50 countries on the African continent. Its track record of more than 30 years is reflective of a commitment to provide audiences with only the best local, sport and international content. 
MCG’s strong partnerships with distributors, installers, and telecommunication companies, along with its well-established payment solutions, competitive pricing and choice of viewership packages continue to secure its place in the global market, while also providing solutions unique to the African market. Its direct-to-home (DTH), digital terrestrial television (DTT) and over-the-top (OTT) solutions enable the business to stay relevant and aligned to changing consumer habits while capturing new markets. 
Content is at the very core of the business. MCG aims to deliver quality content anywhere, anytime and on any device through a comprehensive video entertainment offering at different price points. As pioneers in African video entertainment, MCG plays an important role in making information and entertainment easily accessible to Africans. 
MCG aims to secure content rights in a manner that is cost-effective and reflective of the diversity of its audiences. Its substantial portfolio includes award-winning local content (a key differentiator in its service offering), a leading sports offering (including production capabilities) and access to international content, which is all shared on the group’s platforms: DStv, GOtv, Showmax, M-Net and SuperSport. 
MCG has superior technology capability through the security solutions that Irdeto, its technology company, brings to the group. These solutions enable MultiChoice to protect its investment, create new offerings and combat cybercrime. With 50 years’ expertise in software security, Irdeto’s software security solutions and cyber services protect over 5bn devices and applications for some of the world’s best brands. 
About SABC 2 
SABC2 is one of the SABC TV channels housed under Video Entertainment.
 
With a daily average reach of 4.8 million viewers, SABC2 is one of the top 5 biggest channels in South Africa. Uniquely positioned as a Family Entertainment channel making great strides in identifying compelling content with high entertainment suitable for family viewing.
 
SABC2 is for the 'now' family recognising the changes within South Africa's family DNA. The channel recognises all family types: Nuclear families, Same-sex, families, Single-parent families, Extended families, Childless families, Blended families, Foster families, Stepfamilies and Grandparent families.
 
The channel is a home where all South Africans belong.
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